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� 1 Shop Locally – Support Your Modbury Shops and  help look after your environment 
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VOLUNTEER BAND ENSURES 
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH-ON 
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Book these social events into 

your new diary now 
to ensure you don’t miss them! 

 

Sunday February 7th 2.30pm 
Beetle Drive and Winter Warmer Teas in 
St George’s Church. Just come for tea if 
you wish. 
 

Saturday 19th June 2.00pm 
St George’s Church Fete in the Vicarage 
garden or the Church if wet. 
 

Sunday July 11th 

Open Gardens in Modbury, in aid of St 
George’s Church. Details to follow. 
 

Sunday September 5th 2.00pm 
Treasure Hunt around Modbury and teas 
in St George’s Church. 
 

Saturday September 18th 
St George’s Church Harvest Supper and 
Entertainment 7.00pm in Modbury 
Memorial Hall 
�

Sunday September 19th 
St George’s Church Harvest Festival 
 

Saturday November 20th 7.00pm 
Puddings and Quiz Night in aid of St 
George’s Church in Modbury Memorial 
Hall 
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Some people find themselves sad at this 

time of year: Seasonal 
Affective Disorder 
sometimes known as 
the Winter Blues can 
be linked to the shorter 
days of winter. In that 

sadness there seems to be a shadow over 
everything. But now the shortest day is 
past and days are getting longer. The 
future is brighter – certainly in terms of 
the daylight we can expect and maybe in 
other ways too….  
 

This month the church is still celebrating; 
we seem to make a habit of it as we 
become more sensitive to the brightness 
of glory which eyes of faith can detect. 
We have only just finished Christmas and 
now we celebrate Epiphany. 
 

When cartoon 
characters get a 
good idea, or realise 
what is going on, or 
it “clicks” and 
suddenly makes 
sense, they are often 
shown with a light 
bulb above their 
heads – (sorry it’s not an energy efficient 
one, but then they are not quite so bright 
are they?) 
 

You will have had the same experience in 
your life on a number of occasions when 
the fog of confusion lifted and you saw 
clearly. You moved from darkness to 
light. 
 

This is what Epiphany is all about – the 
light bulb moment. 
 

Wise men followed the light of a star, and 
somehow recognised God in a baby; 
others wondered more deeply when faced 
with miracles; disciples saw something 
unique in Jesus and decided that 
following him was worth more than 
anything else. 
�

John Newton reflected on Epiphany in his 
life in the hymn “Amazing grace”, when 
he wrote: “I once was lost, but now am 
found, was blind but now I see.” 
 
Our God specialises in revelation, he’ll 
help UC. 
 
Have a go at this dingbat to 
help you towards Epiphany:  
�

(Answer on page 3) 
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St George’s  

Parish Church, Modbury 
Connecting people to God 

�

SERVICES AND EVENTS 
JANUARY 
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A Youth Group has being formed which will be raising funds for a 
Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) on the Recreation Ground.  The 
group gave a brief presentation at the last Parish Council meeting 
and the Parish Council congratulates all those involved for their 
enthusiasm, and supports them in their aims to provide improved 
facilities on the Recreation Ground. 
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Modbury Parish Council recommended approval and 
SHDC granted approval for: 
 

3 Broad Street -  Conversion of outbuildings and 
enlargement of existing first floor flat. 
 

2 Scoldens Close – Formation of room in roof space. 
 

The Old Chapel, Church Street - Conversion of retail shop 
to dwelling. 
 

11 Benedict Way – Alterations and extension to dwelling. 
 

Modbury Parish Council recommended approval for: 
 

Gate Farm, Brownston – Retrospective application for 
retention of agricultural store and associated changes of land 
levels. 
 

Extension to Memorial Hall – Subject to conditions. 
 

Dunwell Farm – Application for agricultural worker’s 
dwelling – subject to appropriate agricultural tie. 
 

Modbury Parish Council recommended refusal for: 
 

Green Oven Barn – Conversion of barn to workshop use, 
changes to access and installation of septic tank. 
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Please do not leave cardboard boxes, bags and other rubbish 
around the recycling bins in Poundwell Car Park.  If you 
cannot deposit items in the appropriate bins please take them 
home. 
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If you are a Town Trader and would like a link to the Parish 
Website please contact Jean Carlyle Lyon at 
jean.carlylelyon@googlemail.com 
 
If you are organising a local event please let Jean Carlyle 
Lyon know so that she can put your event into the diary.  
Send your details to: jean.carlylelyon@googlemail.com 
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The Modbury Oil Group has now been running for more than 
twelve months, courtesy of Watson Fuels.  The bulk buying 
scheme ensures members are able to obtain domestic heating oil 
at a very competitive price.  If you live in or near Modbury and are 
interested in joining please contact: 
 

Peter Preston by e-mail at: prestons@onetel.com 
or by phone: 01548 831324 

�
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On  Tuesday 15th December just after 1.00pm there 
was a serious house fire at 45 Galpin Street. 
 
Emergency calls were made to the fire brigade 
however no fire tender could be sent from Modbury, 
Kingsbridge or Kingston due to the lack of available 
retained fire personnel.   
 
What was turning into a very serious situation was 
only saved by the prompt actions of 3 local men - 
Peter Watts, Mark Hurrell and Charles Jones - who 
helped the residents to safety and tackled the fire at 
source.  A fire tender from Ivybridge did eventually 
arrive although the fire was out.   
 
The matter raises serious concerns over the fact 
that all three of the nearest stations were unable to 
attend the emergency.   
 
The matter will be raised at the next Parish Council 
meeting.�
��
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Thursday 14th and Thursday 28th   
 

from 11.00 am – 12 noon at The Parish Office 
6 Modbury Court, Modbury 

 

Run by PC Rachel Ward, Parish Clerk Mr David Hansford 
and Police Community Support Officer, Stacy Thorn 

  

POLICE CONTACT 
DETAILS 

 
 

Sergeant Jane Corkhill (Neighbourhood Team Sergeant) 
Jane.CORKHILL@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 

Tel: 08452 777444 x4233 
Rachel Ward (Neighbourhood Beat Manager) 
Rachel.WARD@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 

 
Paul O'Dwyer (Police Community Support Officer) 

Paul.O'DWYER@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 
 

Stacy Thorn (PCSO) 
Stacy.THORN@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 

 
All the above can be reached on 08452 777444 Extension 4225 

Obviously if there is an emergency the public should dial 999 
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Last summer I asked the people of Modbury to fill in a questionnaire 
about their energy use and energy saving measures they used in their 
homes.  This was for my final year project at Portsmouth University 
where I was studying Environmental Hazards.  Over a third of 
households replied, which was a fantastic response, so “Thank you, 
Modbury”. So how eco-friendly are we? 
 

Modbury households, on average, use a total of 12,000 kWh, compared 
to a national average of 18,000 kWh a year (combined gas, oil and 
electricity).  This shows that households in Modbury are already using 
one third less energy than the national average. 
 

The study looked at energy saving measures to see if these could be 
increased.   
 

·  Over 80% of properties surveyed had double glazing and this is 
probably already at the limit possible in Modbury because of the 
conservation area. 

·  Most properties had some form of loft insulation, but only 12% of 
households had the recommended 270mm.  Loft insulation is a 
cheap and effective way to save energy. 

·  Wall insulation was present in 51% of houses, with a possible 
maximum of 75% of houses being suitable for cavity wall 
insulation. 

·  Only 30% of households used only energy saving light bulbs, but a 
further 60% of households used some, with only 10% having no 
energy saving bulbs.   

·  Over 55% of households leave some of their appliances on standby, 
but only 3% leave all appliances on standby. 

 

Households were asked about what temperature they set their central 
heating thermostats to, with the recommended temperature being 18-21 
deg C.  43% of heating systems were set to the recommended 
temperature with only 8% using above the recommended�settings.   
 

Only a very small number of households in Modbury had fitted 
renewable energy systems (solar water heating, wind turbines, solar 
photovoltaics).  Solar water heating is relatively inexpensive to fit and 
could be fitted to roofs facing SE, S or W.  Looking at the roof 
orientations of houses in Modbury, I found that 58% of households in 
Modbury were suitable for fitting solar water heating.  If all suitable 
roofs were fitted with solar water heating systems, a total of 0.5 million 
kWh a year could be saved for the whole of Modbury. 
 

From the questionnaires it was possible to estimate the present total 
annual domestic� energy requirement of Modbury (8 million kWh), to 
calculate savings possible by fully implementing energy saving 
measures (0.59 million kWh per annum) and savings by the introduction 
of solar water heating where possible (0.5 million kWh per annum), 
further reducing the annual energy requirement� of Modbury to 6.9 
million kWh. 
 

The next step was to look at ways to generate electricity by renewable 
means to supply the town.  I looked at the possibility of a wind turbine 
or a number of wind turbines and a tidal barrage built across the Erme 
from Wonwell Beach.  A barrage on the Erme could produce 2.5 million 
kWh a year so it would not be feasible to use it solely to power Modbury 
but could be used in combination with other eco-technologies.   
 

Having measured wind speeds in Modbury over a nine month period, 
and looking at Government data on wind speeds in the local area it was 
possible to calculate that one 100m high wind turbine situated on the 
Recreation Field or on the hill by Butland above Modbury would be 
large enough to supply 9.6 million kWh a year, more than enough for 
the energy needs of Modbury over the year. 
�

So, in conclusion, would it be possible for Modbury to be self sufficient 
in terms of energy?  Yes, it’s possible but would you want a wind 
turbine of such a size overpowering the town?  If we all do our own 
small bit to save energy we may not need to resort to such extreme 
measures.    

“HAPPY NEW YEAR” 
To one and all, from  

Modbury Information Centre 
5 Modbury Court Modbury Ivybridge Devon PL21 0QR 

 
Tel 01548 830159    Email enquiries@modburytic.org.uk 

 

Winter Opening Times 
Saturday 10am –12 noon 

 

Call in a see us for the new Modbury Area Guide for 
things to do in the coming months, whether it’s for those 
winter walks or trips to the cinema and theatre, we have 
all the up to date listings; also check out our new web site 
at www.modburytic.org.uk . Have you got something 
you would like to add to the events page? 
 
For that wet and windy day go along to the new Art Café 
in Fore Street in Kingsbridge and design and paint your 
own mug, plate, vase, jug or ornament, which will then be 
glazed and fired for that extra special gift!           
www.theartcafe.biz  

Sue Birch 
�
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To take part in the 50-50 Draw contact the 
Membership Secretary:   Lyn Weeks - 830007 
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The school choir’s pre-Christmas world tour of Modbury was a 
sell-out with all dates fully booked. The children had been busy 
learning new songs ready to entertain at Christmas with 
melodies for the elderly, harmonies for the church and festive 
cheer for the Exeter Inn, all of which were hugely successful.  

Pictured are the brand new choir T shirts, bought with help 
from the PTA and money the children raised themselves. The 
tops, embroidered with a special logo designed by some of the 
singers, look fantastic. We hope you all had a chance to hear 
these wonderful youngsters raising the roof during the festive 
season. 
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The schoolchildren will be sitting pretty after the Christmas 
Bazaar raised a whopping £1,000 which will be spent on new 
soft seating for the reading areas in each classroom.  
 

As usual, it proved impossible to slip through the hall and 
emerge with one’s wallet intact. All those who attended were 
comprehensively shaken down by a ruthless brigade of 
stallholders who took no account of age, infirmity or ability to 
pay. As a result, the bazaar was an outstandingly successful 
event and the PTA would like to thank all those who came to 
support it as well as those who gave up their Saturday to run the 
stalls, provide refreshment and generally fetch and carry. 
�
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Well, they promised us a funky good time and local band 
Swampash certainly delivered with a fantastic pre-Christmas gig, 
performed for free to raise money for the school.  
 

The rock was hot, the funk was cool and the beer was ice cold and 
plentiful. Unfortunately, not enough people made it all the way to 
the Memorial Hall to make this the real money spinner it could and 
should have been but, on behalf of those of us who were there, 
thank you Swampash, it was a great night out. 
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Thank you to the Fair Committee for the £250 donation they 
made to the school from last year’s May Fair. The money will�
be spent on packs of books for each class,�all of which will be 
much appreciated.                         
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Our Annual General Meeting on 9th 
December 2009 was attended by over 50 
members and was held in the Exeter Inn 
– thanks to Nicola for helping us out 
when we were unable to use our usual 
venue. 
 

Chairman Mary Timmis gave a brief 
account of our activities during the past 
year.  All meetings have again been well 
attended, with an average attendance of 
45.  All speakers have been excellent and 
we still have four more to look forward 
to in the current programme.  All officers 
were thanked for their continued support; 
also Roy Sims for his Heritage work and 
Vicki and Pat Hammerstein for their 
website assistance. 
 

Minutes of the 2008 AGM were taken as 
read and Stephanie Linnell, the 
Treasurer, said that our finances are in 
good shape thanks to the continued sale 
of our publications, mainly through the 
Post Office and Tourist Information 
Centre. 
 

Apart from the Treasurer, all officers 
agreed to stand for another year.  
Stephanie asked to be relieved from her 
post due to other commitments but 
Audrey Cresswell kindly agreed to fill 
the post of Treasurer.  President Phil 
Andrews thanked Mary for her excellent 
chairmanship - all agreed with a round of 
applause! 
 
We are most grateful to Stephanie for 
looking after our finances during the last 
few years, also to her ‘assistant’ Peter 
who has willingly ‘filled in’ when 
necessary! 
 

Roy Sims explained that during the 
coming year we shall be involved with 
the South Devon AONB – 2010 is their 
50th Anniversary and local History 
Societies have been asked to assist them 
with their ‘50 Outstanding Years Then & 
Now’ project.  If anyone has any 
interesting photographs which could be 
used please contact Roy.  He will scan 
and return them. 
 

We were then entertained by Ivor Davies 
with his musical tapes, followed by a 
‘Devon Quiz’ which was ably organised 
by Audrey Cresswell.  The winner was 
Sue Wright who received a prize.  
Finally we were treated to mince pies 

and a glass of wine – thanks Phil for 
organising this. 
 
Our first meeting in 2010 will be on 
January 13th.  Tony Burges from Honiton 
will be presenting an illustrated talk with 
the title ‘A Devon Selection’, a journey 
across the county and along the Jurassic 
Coast.  The meeting will commence at 
7.30 pm – venue The Library, Flete 
House.  If transport is required please 
ring Mary Timmis (830768) or David 
Mitchell (830446). 
 

BEST WISHES FOR 2010 
New members always welcome! 

 

David Mitchell 

The first General Meeting in 2010 will 
take place on Monday 1st February in 
the Modbury Club, commencing at 
7.30pm. 
 
New members welcome, subscription 
£11.00 per annum.   
 
At this meeting Wing Commander 
Stanley Pratt will be describing some 
more of his RAF experiences.  We 
would like to hear from any other ex-
Service personnel who may have some 
interesting memories.  At our December 
meeting George Luckraft from 
Ermington brought along a tape 
recording which had been made several 
years ago regarding one of his wartime 
comrades when they were engaged in the 
1940s bombing raids on Germany.  
George was a radio operator on 
Lancaster bombers. 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 

David Mitchell 
 
 

 

NATIONAL SERVICE 
REUNION 

November 2009 
 

 

The annual reunion was held this year at 
The Modbury Inn, where a group of nine 
met to reminisce.  
 
This year we welcomed two new 
members, Guardsman Professor Adrian 
Gale, and Eric Wallace MBE, fresh from 
his recent lecture on “Tutankhamen” to 
the History Society.  Eric had served in 
the Suez whilst in the Royal Engineers.   

There are currently 26 ex-National 
Servicemen on the list, two of our 
original group served on active service in 
Korea, Norman Furzeland who sadly 
died two years ago and Jim Irish who is 
still fighting fit.  
 
“Excused Boots” this year were John 
Robinson, Jim Petford, Adrian Woods, 
Bob Campbell-Smith, Andrew Thomas 
and Derek Perkins. 
 
A Reminder: 
National Service was introduced after 
the WW2 from 1949 to 1963 and 
conscripted young fit men to join a 
branch of the armed services. Initially 
the term was for 18 months, but with the 
commencement of the Korean War this 
was extended to two years. 
 
Within the Modbury Group there is a 
general opinion that National Service 
was a unique and very positive life 
experience.  It is said by many that the 
introduction of such a compulsory 
scheme would be of great benefit to some 
of the young men of today. 
 

AC.1. Roy Sims  RAF
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New members always welcome. 
For further information please 

contact: 
 

Gill Jolly 
 Tel: 01548 831263 
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7.00 pm at the 
Memorial Hall 
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Come along and try it – it’s fun 
 

Pauline 830133 

urypc.co.uk �
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MODBURY PARISH 
COUNCIL  

PARISH OFFICE �
�
�

6 Modbury Court, Church Street 
Modbury 

Tel: 01548 830222 
e-mail  modburypc@tiscali.co.uk 

Hours of Business- 
Mondays 9.00am-1.00pm 

 

Parish Surgery 
10 – 11 am every Saturday 

 

Planning Applications 
 

Notices of planning applications 
lodged with SHDC are displayed on 
the Parish Noticeboard outside the Post 
Office. Copies of plans relating to 
these applications can be inspected at 
the Parish Office during above office 
hours or when a Councillor is on duty. 

�

Contacting Parish 
Councillors 

  

Parish Councillors attend the Parish 
Office, on a rota basis, on Saturday 
mornings from 10.00 - 11.00am. 
Should you have any parish matter you 
would like to discuss come along to 
the Office at 6 Modbury Court. You 
can also call in to the Office on 
Mondays from 9.00am - 1.00pm and 
speak to the Clerk, David Hansford. 
 

He can also be contacted by phone on 
01548 830222 or e-mail 
at modburypc@tiscali.co.uk 
 
 

At all other times you can leave a 
message either by phone or e-mail (see 
above) or alternatively you can write a 
letter or speak at the public forum held 
at the beginning of each monthly 
meeting of the Parish Council, held on 
the second Monday of each month at 
7.00pm in the annexe of the Memorial 
Hall.  
 

 

Advertising Tariff 
for  

The Messenger 
 
 

In order to support the publication 
of The Messenger, advertising 
relating to business or of a 
commercial nature will be charged 
at the rates shown below.  
 

Information for community use 
will continue to be published free 
of charge. 
�
�

Single Insertion 
1/9th page £10.50 per insertion 
2/9th page £21.00 per insertion 
1/3rd page £31.50 per insertion 
1/2   page £42.00 per insertion 

 
Three Insertions 

1/9th page   £8.40 per insertion 
2/9th page £16.80 per insertion 
1/3rd page £25.20 per insertion 
1/2   page £33.60 per insertion 

 
Six Insertions 

1/9th page   £6.30 per insertion 
2/9th page £12.60 per insertion 
1/3rd page £18.90 per insertion 
1/2   page £25.70 per insertion 

 
Eleven Insertions 

1/9th page   £4.20 per insertion 
2/9th page   £8.40 per insertion 
1/3rd page £12.60 per insertion 
1/2   page £16.80 per insertion 

Artwork of good black and white 
copy to be supplied. Payment must 
be made in advance.  
Cheques should be made payable to  
‘Modbury Parish Council’  and sent 
to The Parish Office, 6 Modbury 
Court, Church Street Modbury PL21 
0QR. 

For further information please 
contact David Hansford on 

01548 830222 
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Our South Hams District 
Councillors are: 

 

Geoffrey Fielden – 830916 
or 

councillorfielden@ 
southhams.gov.uk  

 

Mark Lawrence –  830423  
or  

Cllr.Lawrence@southhams.gov.uk     

Our representative on 
DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL 
is William Mumford and he 

can be contacted on: 
01752 873002 or 

william.mumford@devon.gov.uk  
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Please send all copy, by e-mail to 
prestons@onetel.com or deliver 
to the Parish Office (please note 
that all advertisements should be 
submitted ONLY  via the Parish 
office – see below).  
 

Payment for all advertisements 
must be made in advance. 
Cheques should be made 
payable to ‘Modbury Parish 
Council’ and sent to The 
Parish Office, 6 Modbury 
Court, Church Street. 
Modbury PL21 0QR. For 
further information please 
contact David Hansford on 
01548 830222. 
 
The Modbury Messenger is 
published by The Modbury 
Parish Council and is printed by 
SHDC, Follaton House, Totnes. 
 

The views expressed in the 
Modbury Messenger do not 
necessarily represent those of 
The Modbury Parish Council. 
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The Editorial Committee reserve the right to précis/abbreviate any copy 
submitted for inclusion in the Messenger. 
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